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Zoey Aster Penny was born to Laura Marozzi Penny and Ian Penny on September 20, 2009.  Laura is a Mountain Lakes High School graduate from Boonton Township, who now resides in Verona, N.J.  Laura and Ian have two healthy sons ages seven and five.  

At Zoey's 6-week check up, her pediatrician noticed that there was something wrong with her skin and immediately sent her to Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in NY.  Doctors tested her for several months before finally giving her the test for Progeria. The test determined that she in fact had Progeria. Columbia immediately sent the results to The Progeria Research Foundation in Boston.  

The next day, Zoey's grandfather, John, found PRF on the internet and called Audrey Gordon, the President of the foundation.  They were already aware of Zoey's case.  After hanging up with Audrey, John contacted the family and said, "we are starting a team called 'Team Zoey' and we need to start raising money to help Zoey."  Less than three years later, Zoey's family has raised over one million dollars for the foundation. This past September, The Progeria Research Foundation released the results from the first ever clinical trial. We now have a treatment for these children. Hopefully we can prolong the life of these children until we find a cure.  

As far as Zoey goes, her brain is that of a 3-year-old.  She started nursery school in September.  She tries to keep up with her brothers and the family dog.  Zoey laughs and plays like all other children. What makes her different is that her body is aging at an unbelievable rate.  Zoey does not grow. She has lost all of her hair, her skin is very thin and dry, her joints are swollen and stiff. Her life expectancy is around 13 years.  Children with Progeria die of the same Heart disease that effects millions of Americans. Zoey has learned to walk through physical therapy and does not know she is sick. Team Zoey gives us HOPE for her future and all the children with Progeria.  We work very hard throughout the year to have events that raise money for The Progeria Research Foundation.
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