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Sanofi and Massachusetts General Hospital Launch 
Oncology Research Collaboration 

 
Establishment of joint project teams will leverage strengths of academic and 
industry cross-organizational expertise in all stages of translational research 

 
Cambridge, Mass. – October 9, 2012 – Sanofi (EURONEXT: SAN and NYSE: SNY) today 
announced a two-year agreement with Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) aimed at furthering 
translational medicine research to develop new treatments for various types of hematological 
malignancies and solid tumors. The project-based collaboration unites scientists from MGH and 
Sanofi, with the goal of maximizing the strengths of both academic and industry cross-
organizational expertise, and will include both pre-clinical and clinical translational research to 
elucidate questions from proof-of-concept to tolerability, efficacy and effectiveness.  
 
The Global Oncology Division of Sanofi, based in Cambridge (Massachusetts, USA) and Vitry-sur-
Seine (France) will collaborate with Daniel Haber, M.D., Ph.D., Keith Flaherty, M.D., and Jeffrey 
Engelman, M.D., Ph.D., at the MGH Cancer Center to share scientific expertise, R&D capabilities 
and resources to execute joint projects. The collaboration will initially involve two early development 
molecules, both of which are viewed as promising approaches to developing new treatments for 
various types of advanced tumors.  
 
“This is a unique model of collaboration and exemplifies our open innovation R&D strategy as well 
as Sanofi’s approach to make the best use of world-class institutions and scientists within Greater 
Boston,” said Debasish R. Roychowdhury, M.D., Senior Vice President and Head of Sanofi 
Oncology. “Our partners at Massachusetts General Hospital are renowned for their basic and 
translational oncology research accomplishments and we look forward to leveraging our collective 
strengths to best develop these molecules.” 
 
“As we build our R&D presence in the Boston area, Sanofi is becoming part of the region’s vibrant 
biomedical ecosystem, expanding our network beyond our own walls through innovative 
collaborations with top external research teams,” said Elias Zerhouni, M.D., President, Global 
Research & Development, Sanofi.  "This research collaboration with Massachusetts General 
Hospital exemplifies how we are leveraging these relationships in a translational and experimental 
medicine approach to drug discovery and clinical development - one that combines and 
complements our collective understanding of complex disease, expertise in biological science, and 
deep knowledge of medicines to help accelerate delivery of treatments to patients with unmet 
medical needs." 
 
Sanofi has embraced a translational and experimental medicine (T&EM) approach to drug 
discovery and clinical development, combining an expertise in biological science with a deep 
understanding of the needs of patients with complex diseases. The company has fully integrated 
T&EM into the drug discovery and development processes, with a dedicated team of basic research 
and T&EM experts delivering scientific tools and designs around predictive biomarkers, 
molecular/mechanistic proof-of-concept (mPOC), identification of rational combinations, and 
elucidation of resistance mechanisms to identify patients most likely to respond to a given therapy.  
 
“Cancer research is at a critical point right now, and we are dedicated to developing new 
therapeutics that will lead to better treatments and cures,” said Dr. Engelman, an MGH oncologist 
who specializes in lung cancer. “The creativity and innovative thinking that can come from 
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collaborations between academic medical centers and industry will help transform ideas and early 
drug development studies into the promise of restored health for patients and families.”  
 

The initial agreement is for two years with the option to extend for a longer term at the discretion of 

both partners. Financial details of the collaboration were not disclosed.   

 

About Sanofi Oncology  

Based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA and Vitry-sur-Seine, France, Sanofi Oncology is 
dedicated to translating science into effective therapeutics that address unmet medical needs for 
cancer and organ transplant patients. Starting with a deep understanding of the disease and the 
patient, Sanofi Oncology employs innovative approaches to drug discovery and clinical 
development, with the ultimate goal of bringing the right medicines to the right patients to help them 
live healthier and longer lives. We believe in the value of partnerships that combine our internal 
scientific expertise with that of industry and academic experts. Our portfolio includes 11 marketed 
products and more than 15 investigational compounds in clinical development, including small 
molecules and biological agents. 

 
About Sanofi 
Sanofi, a global and diversified healthcare leader, discovers, develops and distributes therapeutic 
solutions focused on patients’ needs. Sanofi has core strengths in the field of healthcare with seven 
growth platforms: diabetes solutions, human vaccines, innovative drugs, consumer healthcare, 
emerging markets, animal health and the new Genzyme. Sanofi is listed in Paris (EURONEXT: 
SAN) and in New York (NYSE: SNY). 
 
Forward Looking Statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements as defined in the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, 
as amended. Forward-looking statements are statements that are not historical facts. These statements include 
projections and estimates and their underlying assumptions, statements regarding plans, objectives, intentions and 
expectations with respect to future financial results, events, operations, services, product development and potential, and 
statements regarding future performance. Forward-looking statements are generally identified by the words “expects”, 
“anticipates”, “believes”, “intends”, “estimates”, “plans” and similar expressions. Although Sanofi’s management believes 
that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are reasonable, investors are cautioned that forward-
looking information and statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties, many of which are difficult to predict and 
generally beyond the control of Sanofi, that could cause actual results and developments to differ materially from those 
expressed in, or implied or projected by, the forward-looking information and statements. These risks and uncertainties 
include among other things, the uncertainties inherent in research and development, future clinical data and analysis, 
including post marketing, decisions by regulatory authorities, such as the FDA or the EMA, regarding whether and when 
to approve any drug, device or biological application that may be filed for any such product candidates as well as their 
decisions regarding labelling and other matters that could affect the availability or commercial potential of such product 
candidates, the absence of guarantee that the product candidates if approved will be commercially successful, the future 
approval and commercial success of therapeutic alternatives, the Group’s ability to benefit from external growth 
opportunities, trends in exchange rates and prevailing interest rates, the impact of cost containment policies and 
subsequent changes thereto, the average number of shares outstanding as well as those discussed or identified in the 
public filings with the SEC and the AMF made by Sanofi, including those listed under “Risk Factors” and “Cautionary 
Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements” in Sanofi’s annual report on Form 20-F for the year ended December 
31, 2011. Other than as required by applicable law, Sanofi does not undertake any obligation to update or revise any 
forward-looking information or statements. 
 
 

 
 
Contacts: 
 
Sanofi Oncology Communications Sanofi R&D Communications 
Lauren Musto  Elizabeth Baxter 
Tel: (617) 768-1993  Tel: (908) 981-5360 
E-mail: Lauren.Musto@sanofi.com  E-mail: Elizabeth.Baxter@sanofi.com  
   

mailto:ir@sanofi.com

